
January 16, 1952 

Dr. Felix 5. Haea 
Laboratory cif CMetic 6 
uniwrwity of Texw 
Aus tin, Tezs 

This letter is in rcforence ,to thy papr by yw ~5 your colleagues, 
n%utakkx~s tdZ &wttrgear*ic agents” in bat tM.ii“, piiblishsd in the kuerican 
Matwdi.s$, 84: 261-84, 1950, &peci&U~ pp. S&-267. f have lorrg been 
interested in the appare& differqmcs bet;wsen str& K-12 end otm4.n B 
with reslpct cl;r &a phsnotyp~a of %l-resista& mutac,ts. In tize latter, 
the 115/1f’ (i.e. aensftiva to Tfi) is usually associated with a rsquirement 
for tryptcphme, whereas I have not bmm able to ffnci this with K-12. 

Irt your ,p&per, ytiLi ,“opcrt an asssoclJAtifxl tdsQcw.?n resi3tanc0 and 
au0 tmph mu ba?iorla . 2dy older oxprieace &as not in accord with this, 
utld tirie of iw otudsnts has aor” a recently attemptid to repeat the expsri- 
mntu on a larger scale, v.sin.g reylicaGplating fgr simple and direct 
tests of auxotmphy aa~;yl Il.-resistant mtants. *ith the 8xtleptiRn of 
two pr&i.naltsss colonisa out of a very large, numbar (ca US), again no 
association wan found. Tha two prol5.neloss ,&tants were readily separable 
frofim the ?‘I.-reai~,tice in rwo&ination to&e ar;d undoubtedly repreeeated 
randcm, spontamoua mutanta. 

Pour ptsper, which msntione this aapec t only in passing, did not give 
exper3mnthl deta.ila Zhr;t night permit. t? closer comparison of our diwcrspant 
find-a. Were the lbastad coloahes from a single plating, and from what eort 
of ;nutagm%c troatmmt, if my? In vim of the seeming concorctrnoe of their 
nutritional cequir~~&~, might you ho& have picked up A clone that was 
coincidentally auxotrophic and resistant? If your analysis indicate6 to 
you that there irr Fnaesd a sign@ficant aaeoc&Aion, have you carried out 
or cronsidored genetic tester? I would anprecr&ate a clarifioation of the 
details of this published exparimmt #at eht permit the possibls dis- 
crepancy in our find&hgs to be either explained or to be rectif’iad by fur- 
ther experA.ments. 

Pours very sincerely, 

Joehua Lederberg 
Associate Professor of Gene tiu s 


